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M: Investigating How Japanese EFL Learners’
English Rhythm of Vowel Duration Changes

Through Experience of Studying
Speaking Countries

in English

WA —K
(SZATERR)

The present research attempted to investigate how the experience of studying in
English speaking countries after age of 15 facilitates Japanese EFL learners’ English
rhythm in terms of vowel duration to improve. 24 participants were divided into 4
groups according to their first language, experience of studying in English countries,
and English proficiency. The groups were English native speakers (NS), Japanese
speakers who studied in English speaking countries more than 18 months after age of
15 and have TOEIC score of at least 730 (JT730S), Japanese speakers who have not
studied abroad more than 3 months and have at least TOEIC score of 730 (JT730),
and Japanese speakers who have not studied in English speaking countries and have
TOEIC score of less than 600 (JT600). They read aloud five English sentences, and
vowel duration was investigated, and nPVI, VarcoV, and AV were computed. The
results suggested several findings and implications. First, the results suggested that
Japanese EFL learners’ difference of successive vowels (nPVI) and normalized vowel
duration’s variation in a sentence (VarcoV) do not become equivalent to native
speakers’ through experience of studying in English speaking countries after age of
15. English nPVI and VarcoV rhythm of the Japanese EFL learners who had studied
in English speaking countries (JT730S) were not significantly different from English
nPVI and VarcoV rhythm of the Japanese speakers who did not study in English
speaking countries and have the same English proficiency (JT730). Native speakers
(NS) of English had higher nPVI and VarcoV value than the Japanese group who
studied in English speaking countries (JT730S) and the group who had TOEIC score
of lower than 600 (JT600). Secondly, Japanese speakers’ difference of successive
vowel durational (nPVI) improved through acquiring proficient English ability. Both
JT730S and JT 730 had significantly higher nPVI value than Japanese EFL learners
who had TOEIC score lower than 600 (JT600). Third, vowel duration’s variation in a
sentence (A V) has to be normalized in order to control speech rate since AV of NS,
JT730S, JT730, and JT600 were not significantly different. AV did not distinguish
four groups. Fourthly, the ratio of stressed vowels divided by unstressed vowels
suggested that experience of studying in English speaking countries and acquiring
high English proficiency were necessary to have the ratio similar to native speakers.
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In 2011, Foreign Language Activities (hereafter FLA) for elementary
school fifth and sixth graders was implemented. Most of the
elementary schools in Japan have introduced English for FLA, which
centers on listening and speaking. This implementation surely provides
students more input of English.
In elementary school in Japan, normally homeroom teachers teach
every subject, which means that FLA is conducted by them as well.
Since the introduction of FLA is a new attempt to elementary school

® M: The Effects of Training in Oral Skills on HAK HE teachers, many of them have scarce experiences of teaching it. They
Pr;)spec tive Elementary School Teachers (2% FLHCE K% know how to teach other subjects, so they may utilize the knowledge
7N

on them into FLA. Then, what can novice teachers refer to when they
conduct FLA? Novices will resort to what they have learned in their
teacher-training courses as pre-service teachers. Still, they do not have
ample experience as teachers, which makes them feel anxiety toward
teaching FLA. What can give them confidence to conduct FLA is a
good command of English, which is directly related to the objectives
of FLA-listening and speaking.

In this study, the author participated in an English course for
pre-service teachers of elementary school as a teaching assistant. The
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course is a compulsory one and taken by non-English major students.
The objective of the course is to improve English proficiency through
listening to simple English stories, which can be utilized in FLA. The
course is conducted partially in English while Japanese is used as a
vehicular language. The students listen to a new story twice first, and
then a modified version is presented by the author. They take notes
while listening so that they can work on comprehension checks
afterward. With the comprehension checks, they engage in pair work;
here they work on speaking. They are given opportunities to present
their own reproductions of the story in class.

Modified speech-teacher talk-was utilized in the course. Every time
the students struggled to catch up with the course where the common
language was English, the author provided modified English, which
helped them to improve both of their listening and speaking skills.
Before and after the students self-evaluated four skills (listening,
speaking, reading and writing), and they rated them higher. Improving
listening and speaking have given them confidence in not only their
English but also conducting FLA for their future task.
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(@ M: An Analysis of Activities and Tasks in Japanese
Junior High School English Textbooks

v e
(HF T AHERERS)

It has been widely accepted that a textbook is an essential component of the
language classroom. Therefore, evaluation of textbooks to see if they are
appropriate and to identify their strengths and weaknesses is of utmost
importance. This thesis is an objective description and subjective analysis of
activities and tasks in Japanese junior high school English textbooks based on
the framework provided by Littlejohn (1992, 1998). As a result of the changes
in the course of study for foreign languages to increase classroom activities for
practicing communication (MEXT, 2008b), textbooks have needed to respond
with new editions. Therefore, it is timely to examine these new versions of
textbooks to see if they are following the proposed guidelines. This thesis will
divide the analysis into three levels. The first level examines ‘what is there’ in
the materials, and the second level considers ‘what is required of users’. The
third level considers ‘what is implied’ drawing on the findings at levels 1 and
2. The results indicate that the majority of tasks place learners in a responding
position, allowing them little or no control over what they are to say or how
they are to say it. Learner initiation, involving freer language expression, is
evident in less than 10% of the tasks. Many tasks require learners to repeat
input supplied by the materials identically or with substittion, with little
demand for deeper mental operations such as hypothesizing, analyzing and so
on. Interview, presentation, speech making, and writing activities, which
require learners to use the language in a freer way to communicate, are not
present in every unit and account for a very low percentage of the activities.
Furthermore, only a small percentage of tasks call upon learners to express
own ideas/information. Therefore, it seems that the MEXT (2008a) guideline
which states that “activities in which students actually use language to share
their thoughts and feelings with each other should be carried out” is not fully
followed. It appears that the oral abilities aimed at are repetition and
reproduction of the target language, but not communicative abilities. The
findings show that most of the activities in the textbooks may only be
categorized as ‘mechanical’ or ‘pre-communicative’. Hence they prepare
students for the communicative activities, which themselves, account for only
a small percentage of the total activities.
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