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“In this presentation, | wil discuss a research proposal that examines the
effects of collaborative and independent writing in L2 (second language)
learning among Japanese university EFL learners. Despite the recognized
importance of peer—peer collaborative dialogue in L2 learning, the use of pair
and group work in L2 classrooms seems limited to oral tasks. Peer—peer
interaction aiming for writing development is quite rare, particularly in foreign
language writing classes. Although collaborative writing — two or more
writers working together to produce a text — has been widely practiced and
researched in L1 (first language) contexts with positive research findings,
SLA (second language acauisition) researchers have recently begun to
explore the effectiveness of collaborative writing in L2 learning.  Therefore,
the proposed research investigates the relationship among the university
EFL learners’ verbal processes while writing, the quality of the text they
produced, and their reflections of writing experiences in two writing
conditions: one in which learners write with their partner (colaborative
writing), and one in which the same learners write alone (independent
writing). Using sociocultural theory (SCT) as a framework, | wil document
how the same learner engages in collaborative and independent writing,
through the analysis of collaborative dialogue and think—aloud protocols
while writing, how these processes mediate the quality of text produced and
L2 learning, and how the learners feel about writing in pairs and
independently.
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