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"Effects of a Morphological Approach to Raising Learners’
Consciousness to Copular Sentences”

This presentation investigates the effectiveness of a morphological approach
to raising Japanese learners’ consciousness to Japanese copular sentences.

Tode (2002) reveals that the ability to discriminate Japanese copular
sentences from non-copular sentences is related to learning the suppliance rule
of the English copula be.

However, the traditional teaching method in Japan just explains that copular
sentences have the form “X BE Y”, where Y is a noun phrase or an adjective
phrase and describes the state or property of X. This explanation is too
complicated to help learners with discrimination of Japanese copular sentences
from non-copular sentences.

Thus, this study developed a new method so that learners could realize that
the morpheme /-ar-/ in Japanese, which Nishiyama (1999) calls the dummy
copula, corresponds to the English be. We assume that this morphological
method contributes to raising learners’ awareness of Japanese copular
sentences.

To examine whether our morphological method is more effective in raising
learners’ consciousness to copular sentences than the traditional one, 201 senior
high school students participated in this study and were divided into two
groups, a traditional approach group and a morphological approach group,
who received different types of instruction. We administered a pre-test and a
post-test, where they were asked to judge whether a given Japanese sentence
was a copular or non-copular sentence. The morphological group made
statistically significant gains in their learning after the instruction, but the
traditional group did not. Therefore, we can conclude that the morphological
approach is more effective than the traditional approach.
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