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Academic writing skills are necessary for non-native speakers for various purposes;
however, students, regardless of their proficiency level, struggle to write essays or even
a paragraph in English. They find English writing to be challenging and/or complex.
Cohesion and structure are two examples of the keys in essay writing that make a big
difference in producing essays/paragraphs.

This session would try to show how the presenter used an “essay map” to introduce
English paragraph structure to the students that are both proficient and less proficient in
English. Using an “essay map” and taking a process approach, students are able to
produce structured English paragraphs and apply the procedure in producing essays
that consisted of multiple paragraphs. In addition, the “essay map” enables the students
to self-check whether their essay/paragraphs are cohesive, and makes it easier for the
instructors to give comprehensive feedback.

The presenter will also refer to some issues found and further implication for the use
of “essay maps”.
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